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IVIL WAR

h the United States of America
en embroiled in many wars,

/e rarely seen prolonged

it on our own soil. Today

tch images of our soldiers

ed in war thousands of

wway, thankfully not knowing
nd the daily devastation of
and destruction on our own

; and in our own back yard.

as not the case for children
the Civil War. In fact, unlike
ars in American history,

'n were involved in all aspects
Civil War, including fighting
battlefield. William Black,
Jngest wounded soldier, was
when his left hand and arm
rrved as scouts or nurses for
, witnessed the destruction
ng soldiers, exploding shells,

" their lives altered by the

he southern home front grew
ies sought refuge in cliffside
ar a mass of earth. “The blood
'r wrote, “but no bones

-ers participated in bread riots

nond, Virginia; Montgomery,

a; Raleigh, North Carolina;

umbia, South Carolina. A

nd girl defended the looting:
....................................................................... “We are starving. As soon as enough
of us get together we are going to take the bakeries and each of us will take a loaf of

bread. That is little enough for the government to give us after it has taken all our men.”
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yan, describes the Civil War: “The
and to keep yourself out of sight by

of every kind, being regarded as
of guns.”

and most certainly shaped the way

te a letter to your TO DO:
Civil War.

made you feel.
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research a Confederate soldier from Virginia. Try to reco
many battles was he engaged in? Did he make it home w
field? Once you have learned more about that soldier’s e
which the soldier tells us about a particular battle, journe
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CIVIL WAR SURGEOI

USHERING IN A NEW ERA OF MODERN

Dr. Charles Leale was a 23-year-old army surgeon who wa:
John Wilkes Booth entered the presidential box and shot |
the Civil War. Leale had received his medical license only s
assassination, he was in charge of a wounded officers’ war

Armory Square in Washington

“At 7:20 a.m. he
breathed his last,
and ‘the spirit fled
to God who gave it.””

-Report of Dr. Charles A. Leale on
Assassination, April 15, 1865.

Leale, like many
his trade on the
War battles chui
men. Many Civil
major amputatic
a gunshot woun
Union surgeons
men and perforr
Less complete C

surgeons during the Civil War, do you think

modern medicine would have progressed the

way it did? Why or why not?
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TIMELINE: SIEGE OF PETERSBURG

THE LONGEST MILITARY EVENT OF THE CIVIL WAR.

Nine and a half months, 70,000 casualties, the suffering of civilians, thousands of U. S.
Colored Troops fighting for the freedom of their race, and the decline of Gen. Robert E.
Lee’s Army of No. Virginia all describe the Siege of Petersburg.

It was here Gen. Ulysses S. Grant cut off all of Petersburg’s supply lines ensuring the fall
of Richmond on April 3, 1865. Six days later, Lee surrendered.

1860 July 31, 1861
The federal census counts 18,266 residents The first military hospital opens in
in Petersburg, making it the second-largest Petersburg.
city in Virginia.
September 9, 1861
April 17,1861 The first Union prisoners of war pass
Delegates at the Virginia Convention in through Petersburg.

Richmond pass an Ordinance of Secession
nber 11, 1861

st Confederate troops are stationed in
burg.

8,1862
ynfederate government declares
I law in Petersburg.

5, 1862
burg becomes headquarters for the
rrAant AfF A ArnnAraa ++Ans
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April 2,1865

Union forces breach Confederate lines south
of Petersburg, in a sector held by troops
under Confederate general A. P. Hill, who is
killed in the fighting. Confederate general
Robert E. Lee manages to hold off the Union
forces long enough to evacuate Petersburg
and flee to the west. (Pictured below)

April 3,1865
Union troops occupy Petersburg.

August 3, 1865
Union troops leave Petersburg.
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Take one of the TO DO:

events in the

Timeline and use a variety of research
tools to learn more about that event.
Create a power point presentation that
provides an in-depth understanding of
that specific event.

Knowing that the character Caleb from
The Whipping Man participated in
those events, does your perception of
Caleb change? Why or why not?
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appearance,” according to local whites. A runaway slave in |
1861 that “the North was fighting for the Negroes now and t

The slaves, of course, had no civil or political standing in Am¢
War; they were chattel property subject to the power and dc
“outside” formal politics. But they were unwilling to accept their assignment to political oblivion.

Thus the case of Harry Jarvis: Born a slave on
Wit & @reeie m the eastern shore of Virginia, Jarvis took to the
woods for several weeks after the Civil War
began, where he survived owing to fellow slaves
who brought him news and food. Then, seizing
an opportunity, Jarvis headed to Fort Monroe, 35
miles away, where Union troops were stationed,
and asked commanding General Benjamin Butler “to let me enlist.” Although Butler rebuffed Jarvis
and told him “it wasn’t a black man’s war,” Jarvis stood his political ground: “I told him it would be
a black man’s war before they got through.”

narrative from different historical
perspectives: including slave, slave
owner, and a Confederate soldier.

By the early fall of 1862, Lincoln had decided to issue an Emancipation Proclamation and enroll
African Americans in the Union Army and Navy. Bold initiatives these were, revolutionary in effect,
and wholly unimagined when the war began: except by the slaves whose actions helped bring
them about. Lincoln’s political sensibilities had finally caught up to theirs.

Edited from “What Lincoln Meant to the Slaves.” Steven Hahn. New York Times, February 12, 2011
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NEXT YEAR MAY WE BE FREE

Passover, or (Pesach) in Hebrew, is an eight day Jewish holiday that commemorates the
Jews being freed from years of slavery in Egypt. In 1865, Passover began just a day after
Lee’s surrender at Appomattox. The Whipping Man cleverly juxtaposes Passover with the
new-found freedom of African-American slaves, and derives its central conflict from this
paradox. And at the center of it all is a one-of-a-kind Seder.

Passover is one of the most important, and most widely-observed, Jewish holidays;
according to the 2000-01 National Jewish Population Survey, only 46% of American Jews
belong to a synagogue, but 67% routinely hold or attend a Pesach Seder. Held during the
P PP . first two nights of Passover, the Seder
: “Let all who are hungry come brings families and friends together
. :around a table to say prayers, tell the
and eat. Let all who are in story of Passover, and eat a festive meal.
need come celebrate Pesach. : Animportant part of the Passover
This year we are slaves, next table is the Seder Plate, which holds
year may we be free.” different food items, each of which
: svmbolizes various aspects of Passover.
:xxample, maror, or bitter herb (often
horseradish, or romaine lettuce)
bolizes the bitterness of slavery. It is
ed in charoset, a mixture of apples,
, cinnamon and wine or grape juice,
represents the mortar that the Jews
1 on bricks to build the pyramids and
'r buildings in Egypt.

ther important part of Passover,

:h is seen in the play, is the Ma Nish

I, or ‘The Four Questions.” This prayer,
by the youngest person at the Seder,
3s the overarching question “why is
night different from all other nights?”
juestion which audiences leaving The
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. The experiences of fugitive slave Reverend Josiah Henson,
who escaped to Canada in 1830, were the subject of what
famous novel?

O Roots

O Beloved

O Confessions of Nat Turner

O Uncle Tom’s Cabin

. William Hall won the first Victoria Cross ever awarded to a
Black Canadian for his bravery in which conflict?

[ First World War, 19141918

O Second World War, 1939-1945

O Indian Rebellion, 1857

O South African War, 1899-1902

. Born 1744 in Bondu, Senegal, and brought to North America
at the age of 16, Richard Pierpont was a soldier and militia-
man who served during the American Revolution, as well as
at the battle of Queenston Heights during this conflict:

O The Seven Year’s War

O The French-Indian War

O The War of 1812

O King Philip's War

. Maroons is the name given to approximately 550 to 600
individuals who lived in Nova Scotia after being deported
from this place, only to be later sent to Sierra Leone in
1800:

O Cuba

O Louisiana

O Jamaica

O Brazil

. This man of African extraction is thought to have come to
Canada some time before 1603, using his visit to learn the
Mi’kmagq language and French papers record him working
for the government of Port Royal in 1608:

O William Hall

O Delos Davis

[ Mathieu da Costa

O Maurice Ruddick

To

Passages
—t°Ganada

Toll free: 1.866.701 .1867

passages@historica-dominion.ca
www.passagestocanada.com

. This child brought to Québec in 1628 by the English invader

David Kirke, is the first person recorded as coming directly
from Africa and the first African slave known in Canada:

O Harriet Tubman

O Olivier Le Jeune

0O Jan Rodriguez

O Josiah Henson

. Michaélle Jean, the first black person to serve as Governor

General, was born in this country:
O Jamaica

O Kenya

O French Guyana

O Haiti

. Sir James Douglas, a Hudson's Bay Company officer and

governor, referred to as “Scotch West Indian” as his mother
was Creole and he was born in Demerara (now part of
Guyana) was also known as:

O “the father of British Columbia”

O “the father of the railroad”

O “the father of Free Trade”

O “the father of the Métis”

. Rosemary Brown, born in Jamaica, became the first black

woman to run for this in 1975:

O Mayor

O The Canadian Track and Field Team
O The leadership of a federal party

O The fight against Cancer

. The greatest track star in Canadian history, with gold

medals in the 100 metre sprint and 4 by 100 relay, was
O Harry Jerome

O Michael Smith

O Angella Issajenko

O Donovan Bailey

find answers to these questions and to find out more

about the history of Canada’s black community visit:

www.blackhistorycanada.ca

A project of:

HISTORICA

*DOM[NI()N

LINSTITUTE
THEATRE

Sponsored by:

I+l 0%

ip and Ci
Canada

éet
ion Canada

omsmmn



nnnnnnn

HAROLD GREEN OOBS'D'AN
JEWISH THEATRE COMPANY

STUDENTGUIDE

provided by
THE CLEVELAND PLAYHOUSE

Written and Edited by
PAMELA DIPASQUALE
MICHAEL BLOOM

Intern Contributors

EMMA BRANDT
JOSH ISHIHARA
JASMINE MYERS
RACHAEL SILVER

OBSIDIAN
O



